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Dear Friend, 

Each month, BOWA Home Advisor provides you with important tips on how to improve 
and protect your home's value. We hope the following is helpful. 

How positive is your slope? 

With the rainy summer we had and a snowy winter right 
around the corner, it is important to take time to carefully 
inspect your home's foundation and gutter system to ensure 
water is draining properly.  

If left unattended, gutters can clog and overflow, soil can 
compact near the home and water can pool near the 
foundation. Ultimately, a poorly maintained drainage system 
can result in water seeping into your basement, eroding 
foundation walls or causing other structural damage. 

In order to prevent such damage, it is recommended that you 
do the following: 

Install and maintain a good gutter and downspout 
system. The system should be inspected and cleaned at 
least two times per year to ensure proper water flow. You 
should also ensure that concrete splash blocks are 
properly situated at the bottom of the downspouts to 
reduce soil erosion. 

Create a positive slope away from the foundation in 
accordance with governing building codes and 
engineering recommendations. The minimum slope 
requirement should be 5% for the first 5' away from the 
foundation (3" of drop) and then a minimum discharge 
slope of 1% (approximately 1/8" drop for every foot of 
distance) from that point on. 

As the ground will settle over time, you may occasionally 
need to add more soil to maintain a positive slope away 
from the foundation. In many cases, settlement is severe 
enough to reverse or flatten the slope allowing water to 
pool next to the foundation and cause serious problems. 
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Keep landscape irrigation away from the foundation 
walls. The type of vegetation may require a greater slope 
to avoid over saturation of the critical perimeter soil. 
Adding some type of ground cover is recommended to 
reduce erosion and lower the frequency of slope 
maintenance work.  

With just a minimal investment of time and money, you can 
easily maintain your gutter and drainage system and avoid 
costly structural damages.  

If you would like more information on this topic or if there are other ways we can be of 
service, please contact BOWA Builders.  

Regards. 

 
Kathy Kelly 
BOWA Builders, Inc. 
kathyk@bowa.com 
phone: (703) 734-9050 
www.bowa.com  

P.S. Have a specific issue you would like addressed in a future BOWA Home Advisor? 
Please let me know. 
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