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Minmi Kirstein had definite ideas about what she wanted for her new

kitchen, and she wouldn’t give an inch. “I wanted it to be

hardworking and easy to care for,” she says. And ...
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Mimi know she wanted |
har kitchan to ba blug
and yellow befors she
ond husband Stove
slarted dosigning it

“ found tho tiles first,”
Hiimurq. *l'chose the
fabiric and eabinet
colars to match them.™







A% president of BOWA Bailders’
Mgyl and Washington, DUC,
diviston, Steve Kirstein has worked
with hundseds of clienes. But one
kitchen project stancds oat from
the rest

1 designed this kitchen for one
of the most demanding clients ['ve
ever worked with,” Steve says with
a smile. Thot client is his wife,
Mirni.

1 wos preety inflexible,” Mime

says, lasghing, “but | ended up
with nemrly everything [ wanted. |
mever lstemsd when they [Steve
ard his builcing crew] said 1

coulbdn't have whar | wanred, | fust

waited for them o fgure our
o make it work.”
Mimi collected piemures of 15

kitchens from: various magazines

Stav dialikes clip-in
window muntins and points
aut that these kitchen
windaws it feaburs true
dividod lighta. “Dotass like
this nnd the special molding
trentmants and trimwark
make a Kitchen uniguo and

spocial,” Stove says

Adtar ardering this caloiul
Bl o, Mimd warried abouf

1% Tar & manth

| hapd

coforful of tile. | shoubd have
fona with somathing
noutral,” sha says. “Bul
wihen it all camae together, |
wan happy | ook the nsk. it

adds such life to the rogm.™

| shorared the sdeas and

elements she wanted to duplicin
tor Steve and the BOWA cabanet
desigmers. 1 love thar hamd-
painted custom look of
British-made cabinets,” Mimi says
“Bur | knew we couldn't afford to
put them in this kichen.”

o abue had BONEA,

cabinetmakers build similar-looking

s

cabaners for her new kichen,

whding custom: stomgge features

tor meet the needs of this Gumily
of five
"Mimi had a very specific list

of ‘must-haves,™ Steve v, “Her






list included everything from
professional appliances o
apothecary drawers and an
appliance garage, While she
focwsed on all the deails, | worked
on the wtal concept to ensure
everything would work topether
smoothlby”

Four-fooc-wide walkways
berween-the island and the
surroundding counters allow Mimi
and Steve to work back-ro-back, if
necesary. ] can open my oven
oo amd bt over to put something
in and still have moom for a kid
behind me,” Mimi says. “Thats

shim of a rruly fencrional kirchen,”

Commercial-size appliances give
Sgeve and Mimi moom 1o cook and
store food for o crowd “With our
family, we need to store-ar least
three gallons of milk and three
gallons of apple juice in the
refrigerator wt o tme,” Mimd says,

2o | knew | neaded

| a big one.”

T accommesdate Fumily
entertaining, Mimi requested two
wall ovens i addition o the two
that are a part of her professional
“We never have less than

28 people for any family event,”

Mt sivs. "Having all four ovens

Apothacary drawors, faff,

wors & priafity Hom Tor Mie

“¥ouii i 1P i ol
Engliah Kitohions,” ahe soys
“I wared o replicate thad
leak.”™ To avoid sacrificing
Interior drawer space,
cabinatmakem pr
plesigians divigers info tha

drawnars 1o goal in ho grain

A eugiom dewoling sysiem
g Mimi the plals racks
she wantod below. The
cabinots have beaded

board mioricrs.

going enables me o time

everything o be done at once.”

A second sink in the island
mkes the pressure off the main
corner sink; bur Mimi's one regrer
is that she insalled only one
dishwasher, “Whith as much
entertaining & we do, we
sometimes nun the dishwasher
rwice a day. Having two would
II.'I\'I." i:‘:‘l'l'l e i.".:ﬂ'l\'l.'llll.'l'l.u.h
she says,

Durable antique heart pine
covers the floors. “We were
building a new house, but |
wanted an old fecl o it Mimi
says. It was also a look she had
seenn fnoan old English kitchen,

“and with three anall children,

449
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¥ Roomy aisles enable cooks than one cook to prepare a
and kids to work together in meal.

this kitchen. 5 The sitting area provides a

B With four ovens, Mimi can comtortable spot for guests to
cook for a crowd without land while conversing with the
having to rewarm foods. cook,

¥ A big walk-in pantry allows

the Kirsteins to buy in bulk
and store it all close to the
work area.

¥ Mimi and Steve chose to
separate the
refrigerator and
freezer to avoid a
large expanse of
cabinetry along
ona wall.

B Two sinks take
the pressure off the
main cleanup area
and enable mone

we needed a floor thar would take
wear and tear and still look pood.”
French tiles, impervious oo
pots amd pans; cover the sland top
aned backsphches. White solid-
surfacing covers the remaining
COUTTErtops.

“1 bowe thar tile,” Mimi says: "1
chaose it befose the fabric or
cribinets. | knew from the stan
that | wanted yellows and blues.
Everything works within thar color
scheme.”

Warm yvellow walls complement
the cool serenity of the pale blue
hanwl-painned cabiners, Yellow
bepded board backs the plas-front
cabinets, creating o warm hackdrop
for Steve amd Mimi's decorative
plates and pirchers.

Comice boands, painted o
match the blue cabinetry, cross the
tops of both kitchen windows and
add o ﬂni.wl'ril'lg roasch 1o the
yellowe-ard-blue floral balloon
shades.

Mimi and Steve are very proud
of their callaborative kitchen, "It
is absolutely the center of the
hoasse,™ Mimi savs, "It iz the room
thar everyone gravitares toward.” O
For purchasing and designer
information, refer to the Buying
Guide beginning on page 118,

Protographaer: Ross Chnpgle. Buddérn: St
iraiain, BOVYA Buiidons, inc, Pk adtor
Edeen Dongrrmnr. Wintten Ly Asmines D Bare.

Becauss the Kirsteins have
throo young childoen, the
waling aren foff was
designad 8o that a high
ghair can be puliod up to the
table, Used far crystal
slorage, tha butler's paniry
gonnects this arma ta the

loamal dining room.
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