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BY LINDA KASTT

surp r&%an SI0N

A chaming 1930s Cape Ced facade disguises
the addition that doubled this Virginia home's size

while staying frue fo ifs simple roots.




Cal it the dream job,

and these were the dream clients.

m] 1o fecl like o




apposite From the front, the Btle Cape Cod-style home hides it
transtormation well. A frash coat of pait nd new mymihetic sl
‘shingles with snow guards to keep the white mattor from cascading off
the steep-pitched roof céfer an appealing facs to passersly,

Jeft At the side of the house, an B-foot burmp-out extended the dining
room. The designens alsc created & new side entry with sitting space
1t leads 1o & rear foyee. A 12-plece railing surrounds the rear dock.

arcas, then devised two levels of right Tha new
expanded livability {see plan, page 47} sheftered side
On the main level, a new kitchen and eniry accenied

breakfust area links to o stepped-down  Wh archways an

mily oom. [t partially eovere

around deck greets the outdoors with &

colummns creates o
Eheaghttul anet
fitirg tranattion
Into the naw famdly
Feom, No detail

[ stiircases to

embrace and o pair

W masies

i rear yard. With a

e perched on the upper bevel, the e ore
wmers have all the moom they The decking
wanted and more, features Brarilian
The muajor drvwback of the o harchwocs
design, Baker discove conatructon.

house sat high on

, uninviting rear deck and a
serpenting  staircase, the

back of the house and the yand were
rarely used. Baker steered the remod

project tovand an
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b The retreshon
Iiving room reveals
an almast nostalgic
plimpse at how the
little cottage may
Iarwe Bockor when it
was bullt in the
10004 Tha windews
and pine mantel are
g
wre rmplaced with
randoem-width
unitiua heart pine

A bump-out wrapped  with wir

showers the breakfust nook with sunshine

ed at

The st dramatic change occur
the back of the house, where thres steps
down from the

ng moom, the rear

landing affords on expansive view to the

new farmly room and rear deck thon.

il

18-foot mahogany wall with o custom

At the family roc

n's core, a finely o

masonry  (hreplace tthes conder stag

Flanking the fineplace. two 6-fool s

tions of cabinetry offer shelving for
books on one side and comparments for
micdin equipment on the other

“Mowee often than not, when there i an
addiy

Imcorpy

such 3
1 int

this, the fireplace is

transition be

room above it By creating an inter

dalt Fresh paint
revived the antys
beaded.board ceiling
and the windaw and

i To divide the
Yong, narvow Bving
racen, the plana is
positionsd appoaity
the fireplace seating
aroa, ghing Ea
space the feel of 0
rruisc rocen. The
Ny crafied Boce-
ta-cailing tookesies
store family photos,




#biove The dining table baska in o shower of sunlight straaming
hrough fhve rew ol windaws. The storage cal and
mahagany bassboards pay tribute 1o the highly honed woodworking
wkilly of BOWN'S bulding tesen,

Balow The kitchen design tavors officlency
wnd woonormy i ite yout. A palr of upper
cabinets mest the counteriops for easy
sccnss to wamils. A threa-shelf bookcase for
©cookbioaks nesties info the end of the lskend.

atove This side of the istand cleverty hoids
braas townl b, The cabinats foature o
crackle glaze as da the imaorted ceramic
flcor tiles. Even combined with modern
appliances, the new kitchen retains the favar
of an sarfier era.



Forv| surprise expansion

i
planning points oo || |
Steven Kirstoin takes pride in the kind - ! I
of work his firm does, and this house is
a standout example. “The addition
rospects the home's original charac-
tor,” ho says. Kirstoin offers these plan-
ning suggestions for getting the best
results in a historical renovation,

® Take careful measuremants, do a
structural analysis, and give waight to
- the findings. If you
need to upgrade
some of the under-
pinnings, spend the
money before you
add the finkshes.

m Look at your
matarial soloctions
closely.  Choose
things that combing
wall or mimic the
home's  original
pabetts of materials,
® Creating warmth
in your homa does
not require using
ornate window or

pler ltem can be the most striking and
ploasing.

u Follow the site’s dictates. The bulk of
this expansion went out the back end.
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above The 3418
Toot family rocm
nddition was

dhetigned 1o sarve an anyane working

ey o1 the desk has

wnin living
space. A casunl

atierm

0 Uil view of

activities in the

Ramily room Below.

srages guests
to circulate from tho
faenily roem out to

tho deck, amund to
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With a new master suite perched on the upper level,
the homeowners have all the room they wanted and more.

The upper level expanded as well
Sitting above the family room and deck,
the master sudbe juts out like the prow of o
ship. T dormers and & bump-oat hay
mkd definition, height, and space for
buile-ins. Mahogany-trimmed  drawers
were built below the windows of the two
dommers. A seating area in the bump-out
bay offers a tranguil overview of the yand
below, Even i this private suite, the
presenvation of a cottage fecling prevails
“The 1otal remisdel creates o comfon-
able space for growing okl in” Baker
says. “The house wns  completcly
designed with the family momind™ 23

FOR RESOURCES, SEE PAGE 114.
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DESIGIN/BUILD:
A TWO-FOR-
ONE DEAL

The design/build concept maans differ-
ent things to different people. In some
cases, the builder is also the designer of
the project; in other companies, the
design work is contracted out and exe-
cuted by the builder. Josh Baker, princi-
pal with BOWA Builders of Arington,
Virginia, explains his firm's design/build
designation this way: "It's really a
process of bringing professionals
together with complete accountabili-
ty—from the start of the project to its
completion.” Baker offers these tips for
finding the right design/build firm and
making tha connection work.

W Lock for a firm that uses highly qual-
Hied or dosig

Ask who does the design work, and
then Jook at both sketches and finished
projects to determine § you like the
solutions that were presented fo the
clionts.

W Choose a company based on its
employees. I you can establish a
friondly working rapport during initial
meetings with the key contact with
whom you'll be working and feel com-
fortable explaining your goals, then
you've found a good relationship. The
building team must communicate well
EFind a that's

M Be surc someone s on-site full-time

to keep things moving smoothly and to
ensure that the quality you expect is

doing jobs similar in scope to the one
you're anticipating. Avoid companies
that say they can do it all. Find ono with

B Check references, not just with a
phona call, but by geing to look at a
comparable project. People have

{=] in the p different and another
under which your project falls. Whether  person’s evaluation may nol meet your
itsa ion or a d-story addl- !
tion to a ranch-style home, lock for o B Visit a comparable job site during

that iall in that project. Being on-site tells a good

MEN 1990

deal about the company: How clean is
the site? How do the contractors
behave? How keen is the level of
professionalism?

above Although the
stnircase remained
in its original

structure wiss rebullt
using mahogany
stairs and hand-
tumed balusters. A
rew shySght floods
the narrow cormidor
with fight.
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