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dome Local Frms Find Outlook Outstanding

st whet the phoiuns
painted of the natlon's
econarmy seerm b by te
ctarkest, some local flrms
ane shinfng.

In Fave December, tee
ria Soclety of Certified

by Ted 5, Martin

Public Accountants released it
annal vear-znd stabus meport
af the Commanwenlth's
cwrrent econdamic health as well
as |t prognosts for the new year,

A representative sample of
approxdmaiely 3,000
Accountants statewide paknbed o
gloarmy picture of ginkng
conswmer and business
confidence in the econormy
fucied by both lear of national
recession and the outcome of
the Perstan Gulf crisis.

Whibe the survey might have
capturned some of e feelings of
MNorthemn Virginians, thelr
iermparary retreal from large
seale spending hias not
prevensed thern from spending
altogether, They stiil hawe

maney and they stll continue to
spend 1L

Bt fust whent @z Norihem
Virginlans spending thelr
oy, and just what
businesses are and are not the
reciplents of thedr larpesse. We
can irace the beginnings of our
ansaer 10 the suburban homes
of Northern Virginin

For those whio woek
diowmitowm, Uee suburbs of
Washingion offer @ weloome
escaptt, People saek to pet away
froam thie workday's trowbdes in
thelr quiet living rooms and sun
porches, The personal cholces
that masey are now making for
these places are reflective of the
nation's economie caution.,

The well-reporied downurn
In real estase sales appears o
have prompited a new growth In
smualler scale remodeling of
existing hormes. Mo people
e appear to be holding anto
their properties and making
them mare comfortzhie instead
of simply buying a new home.

This tnend tovasied {mproving
whit ome alresdy owns i
reflected fn the sucoess of BOWA

typleal sort of addivon would be  dislocation and layalfs actually

a small one or & two story
project or renovallng a kdchen
or adding 1 master bedroom
sule”

For some usinesses job

ImeAy rresn dncresed
productivity, Take forexample
Melean's Dominlon Personnel
Services, According to Paul
Drrurmmer, & certified personmne]

consultant and Dominfon
Personnel's president, his
business has been brisk cver the
piast slx momniths,

“These's definilely momne
people,” Drummer said, “There
15 & large Inenense in the
Imiquiries amd mesirmes thiag g
carming In from all over the

“The economy has had a
couple of different effects on our
business,” Baker reports, “One
& the fact that people can't
o thelr hormes and they
have a trernendous smount of
equity in them becsine of the
appreciation over the last twen
yeiirs, and [ienest rates ane very
lenw, They ame luming o
remadeling as a way of
upgrading ther quality of life or
quadity of living.”

Baker also noted the
reluctance to spend seerms bo be
cormesponding mest ofien io the
siee of recent remodeling jobs,

"W soen mooee nelativedy
smaller additons and
renovitlons getling stared in
the past," he commensed. A
Bullders, Inc. of Arlington,
which speclalizes in home:



