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HOW BAMBI BECAME A SUBURBAN MENACE
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choose a code to use on the panel at the
front door. One Virginia father uses this
technology to monitor whether his daugh-
ters meet their curfews.

You may never have to run to the phone to
read your Caller ID, either. In the |atest home
theaters, the name of the person calling pops
up on the TV screen when the phone rings.

You can now distribute programs from
the VCR, satellite dish, or cable station into
any TV in the home. If you're rying to con-
centrate on your favorite video and the fam-
ily isn’t cooperating, you can go to another
room and connect to the same video—with-
out removing the tape or DVD.

The same is true for music. Many high-
end homes have a central 200-CD stereo that
connects to all rooms of the house. While
Mom relaxes to Beethoven in the living
room, a child can rock to Third Eye Blind in
the family room, all from the central player.

Aside from convenient features, home au-
tomaton provides for added safety. Surveil-
lance cameras have been around for years,
but home automation allows them to do
more. Many people set cameras at their front
door to screen solicitors and unwanted
guests or to prepare for the person at the
door. When the bell rings. you can turn to an
unused channel on the TV or use the picture-
in-a-picture feature to get a view out front. A
sensor can also be placed under the dniveway
to trigger a camera when a car approaches.

Instead of using a baby monitor, you can
keep an eye on your child while watching
a favorite television program. Some home-
owners install cameras near the swimming
pool to protect against accidents with
small children. A sensor on the pool zate
makes a siren go off or an image pop up on
the TV screen when the gate opens.

Another safety option has nothing to do
with cameras. When you leave town, a “vir-
tual dog™ can keep intruders at bay. When
someone presses the doorbell. the sound
system pipes a programmed sound bite of a
barking dog through the intercom out front,
The barking then travels from speaker to
speaker inside, creating the illusion that an
angry dog is running through the house.

There are conveniences for real dogs. too,
Larry Weinberg of McLean's Bowa Builders
15 programming his own dog door to use sen-
sors on the door or in the yard: A rain sensor,
for instance, can keep a wet dog outside or a
dry one in the house. The same sort of pro-
gramming has been added to sprinkler sys-
tems. With wind sensors. the system will au-
tomatically shur off when winds reach a cer-
tain speed so that you don’t water your home
instead of your lawn. The system then re-
members the last time the lawn was watered
and turns on again when needed.

One homeowner in Falls Church is even
wiring his wine cellar. He uses a wand to

scan the barcodes on the bottles; the de-
tails can then be accessed through his PC,
s0 he can track his inventory online.

Programmed lighting is another popular
luxury. You can add to the standard settings
with 4 Windows-based program that dis-
plays a map of the home and lets you de-
termine the intensities of individual lights.
By pressing one of 15 buttons, you can
choose specific lighting designs for each
occasion. In “away” mode, the lighting
mimics your typical usage—thus taking the
place of those old-fashioned timers. This
setting also lowers the heat to conserve en-
ergy. “Night mode” s down all lights
with a press of the button. An added bonus
of programmed lighting: The new systems
gradually raise and lower light intensity,
thus extending the lifetime of the bulb.

The Reserve, a luxury development in
McLean, proves it's possible to connect an
entire community. Starting next year, an
online concierge will provide services
electronically to the community. With the
use of a PC. residents can have their dry
cleaning picked up. order groceries or the-
ater tickets. and set up last-minute cater-
ing. There are also plans for an online
community newsletter. To learn more,
check www. reserveinmclean,com.

WHEN CHOOSING A BUILDER AND CON-
templating home automation for
yourself. consider both the costs and the
benefits of wiring. A system usually costs
less than | percent of the price of the home.
Convenience. though. is immeasurable.
Tending to your home takes time and energy.
and home automation makes it easier. There
are also the obvious safety features. By in-
stalling cameras in cructal points, you are in
touch with what's going on at all nmes,
Some features may seem superfluous, but
they add to what Weinberg calls the “wow™
factor. which can increase your home's
value. “No one should buy a home not
wired for technology. because the home
will become obsolete,” says Stagi of Mormis
Assoclates. [t's not only young computer-
industry types who see the value of this
technology: high-end empty-nesters are
wiring their homes so as to communicate
with younger generations of their family.
According to Ted Visnic of Mitchell. Best
and Visnic, technology is moving so rapid-
ly that “high-tech has become regular tech.”
Visnic envisions a kitchen of the future with
touch-screen monitors that let you create a
monthly dinner menu and automatically e-
mail your grocery list to the store. When
voice-recognition technology and “screen
phones™ become more refined. you will be
able to incorporate these features, too.
“It will be just like Srar Trek,” says
Weinberg. Fururama is not far behind.



