Local builder recognized for
challenging renovation project

By JOHN BYRD

Haome Front Mews Sarvice
Site development, landscaping
challenges and the acquisition of

dozens of special building mate-
rials were among the tasks re-
uired of McLean, Va.'s, BOWA

uilders in completing the 2,000
square foot addition to a 1930s
Tudor residence in Bethesda,
Md.

The comprehensive project
lead to BOWA Builder being
named Contractor of the Year by
S

1 TIOLS an -
tion mureréﬁa.n $25t§:7000.

The owner's goal was to com-
pletely transform of the house —
creating a substantially larger
residence with all the charm of
the original.

Starting with plans by Wash--

ington architect Amy Weinstein
that dated back to the mid-
1980s, e‘pm}act had proceeded
through three stages.

Nowthe ]argest. and most com-
plex phase came into view and
the contractor was asked to exe-
cute ideas that have been
lating among a team of designers
and landseapers for more than a
decade.

Plans called for a two-story,
2.000 sguare-foot chateau-like
rear addition. There would be
15-foot ceilings and a Rumford
box limeatone fireplace on the top
level. Thére also would be mult:-
ple ground-level entrances to a
terraced garden.

Rounding out the wish list, the
owners also sought a lap pool and
a lily pond; and they wanted it all
to look like it was there from the

beginning of a grand original
structure.

The site, however, posed a gap-
ing problem — the lot had a 45-
degree drop off in the back yard.
Headed by Steve Kirstein, BO-
WA's team immediately saw the
project as a logistical challenge
that required careful planning
amid the confines of a mature
neighborhood.

The key would be a series of re-
taining walls constructed prior to
layi the foundation which
would modulate the tolerances
available in the various terraced
sections. The courtyard, the lap
pool area, the garden section
and, of course, the critical “new
ground” supporting the addition
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The Bethesda, Md_, renovation project carned BOWA Builders Contractor of the Year award.

entions and an mterior design
plan by Marcia Hayman that re-
quired emredis] research in the se
lction of materials a8 well &
fmily detniled crofismanship.
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