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Larry Weinberg, CEQ of Bowa Builders, left, and Josh Baker, the company’s president, have made their business one of the nation’s largest delers because of custom
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" big plans,

Tool time big time

Home improvement in Washington area becoming popular on a large scale

content with their school. But the family
has outgrown the house.

Rather than move to a bigger house someplace
else or to a plot of vacant land where they can build
their dream home from scratch, more and more
Washington-area homeowners in that situation are
undertaking substantial expansions and renova-
tions to their existing property.

They're shelling out on average $150,000 to
£700,000 for a “whole-house” remodeling that
enables them to hold on to a location they like.

“It’s interesting to see that people in Greater
Washington are willing to extend that kind of
money,” says John Byrd, president of Home Fronts
News Service, an Alexandria-based firm that helps
market the remodeling industry. “The size of proj-
ects has really gone up.”

Although there's no precise definition of whole-
house remodeling, a renovation on that scale
might include major additions, tearing down walls
or other changes in layout as well as a kitchen
upgrade and new floors, doors and fixtures.

A whole-house remodel is usually so extensive
— involving more than 50 percent of the house in
some cases — that it forces the homeowner to
relocate while the work is being done, which could

hey like the neighborhood. It's an easy
commute to work. And the children are

BY TANIA ANDERSON, CONTRIBUTING WRITER

“You used to talk about a
starter home, and then you
talked about moving up. Now
people are finding a wonderful
place to live, but they don’t
want to leave”

JOSH BAKER
President, Bowa Builders

take five to eight months.

A LOT OF WORK

Over the past decade Americans have been
pouring increasing amounts of money into
remodeling and additions in general.

Nationally homeowners spent more than
$121.5 million on renovations, including addi-
tions and major alterations, in 2002, up more than
50 percent from $79.8 million in 1993, according
to the D.C.-based National Association of Home
Builders (www.nahb.org).

Kitchen work gets more money than any othey. |
type of project, about $6.6 million in 2002, up
from $2.8 million in 1993,

Washington is one of the top remodeling mar-
kets in the country, along with San Francisco,
Denver and San Jose, Calif., according to Jonathan
Sweet, managing editor of Qualified Remodeler
(www.qualifiedremodeler.com), a magazine that
covers the residential remodeling industry from
Fort Atkinson, Wis.

The publication’s annual list of the country’s *
top 500 remodeling companies, based on their
sales volume in dollars, includes 33 from the
Washington area, nearly 7 percent of the list,
which was published in September.

“A large number of the top remodelers come
from the D.C. area,” Sweet says. “You guys have a
lot of older homes in the area and a lot of people
with good money.”

Other factors shoring up the Washington area’s
remodeling industry include the lack of undevel-
oped land near the District for new construction,
traffic snarls that discourage long commutes from .
outlying towns and rising property values that
enable homeowners to recoup the money spent
on a remodeling project if they decide to sell later.

See REMODELERS, next page



“HALMM TONVTIIHS 0ISVE-NOLONITHY NY S| NOSHIONY VINVL B
Jasnoy Bunsixe ayy 0)
[mvadsar pue snayedwids aq 03 1uem £ay)
et Burkes ajdoad away | uayo azow ng,
'shes oy ‘wonippe Lreroduimuod e sjuem

ey quatp e 1ad [ nod Ajpeuoiseng,,
“Buradg saapg ur wiry Surpapowal
B (WOYIUIAIYIIOMIUIM MMM ) JUTAY]
SHOMIUIA YIIM 1D9NIYDIR LB TRIOMIUDA
a0nug sAes ‘Apaatdsip atow ur puajq safueys
at) Supjewr pue udisap eurduo sy Buralas

-a1d ur anjea 2y Furaas a1e SIDUMOWO

Jsofuer anpea urenion ug Apemonted
‘armpoaipie aenardde 0y awrod Afuiseatour
aavy sueluopBuiysepy, ‘sdes oy Lroisiy
Jo uonvasasaid ap pue YOO[ [EINDANYIIE
ay) 01 uonuane sneaid st Furppotual asnoly

-a[oym ui spuaa) Surdrouwa oy jo auo ng
‘shes p1dg
Jasnoy [euiduo ayy jo sjuawad [eidau jo
198 JurIOdUIT [BO1 OU [IIM 2WIOL] AU JO Yorq
ay) 0} uonIppe ue uo payesd swppng,,
{12AIISO [ENSED L) 0) UIAD SNOIAGO UOIE
~1afe oy Sunpear ‘ufisap uolsTy v 0IU0 s
wiapout e dejs pnom aford Surpppourar y
‘pajapouar Ayl uaym aimy
-2aHpie [eurSLo $)1 uopurqe 0) Apeal uey
arow atam Auadoid 1oy yum ypus o) pa
-JueM oYM s1aumoawoy Aueur jsed ai uy

SNDISIA H3NYYI HLIM INIT NI

PAEA] 0] JUBM 3 op A3ty 1nq aar] 0} adeyd -

[nydapuom e Juipuy are ajdoad moN,, ‘sdes
ay ‘dn Suraow jnoqe paye; nod uaiy pue

ssc_n_assﬁfﬁgﬂﬁl.?

o> Ayjersads o} asnoy-ajoym ol Buibues — s

005 dog 5,2uizebew J9f9poway PaLfEnD Uo SIofs AL 4O €€

a.am:us aﬁ Ul SAA[ASWAY] 10) 8&&. e mEEEm

QUIOY I2JIEIS B INOGE q[B) 0} PIsn NOK,
‘shes aaxpeq nd
Avys 0y Louowr puads o) Furppm are apdoag
*SINUNOD UNOPNOTT
PUE WERI[[IA 22UL{ SE (DNS SEaIe WOl
anuiwod 1a§uof ay) juem 1 uop Ay auwoy
1afae) v ques Loy yBnoy) uaAa yey) apap
SUAPISAL UI-250[2 10wl Uaas daey sarued
w02 Gurpapowai sieak aay sed ayy 1940
a.u?mu._ e
ut xwun Aauou atpy 128 03 s1eak ()1 01 241 2yEY
p[nos uonippe ue ‘ofe sieak aay noqy, sdes
padg  ‘uoiBuryseay ut aoejd ui ind s 31 anunw
a1y [1802 sapreaBdn ay jo] Juanaad oo 190
1940021 apeaddn uaympf 10 wooIyeq v,
*28NO JI2Y) 01 AN[LA PAppE A}
ut Appinb siefjop uoneaouas aayy dnosas

_isis!agssisi DUNS

iiﬁf&.a

uopeniasaid oisiH | _ei!ia.s?m 8

J[e paysiuld g1 v . Buyooy ¢
iﬁ.zsg,: opowas osn

Buiguinid ‘€1 1 5100 e

Maiaseq paysiud ‘z| naﬁg.ésg e

PapeppyLL isiﬁp;z 4

Buipis ‘01 p.___ﬁ__.ai,ai_

2007 ui sajuedwion Bujapowas Aq paviodal gof uowuiod 150w

Uty g sem 3| ‘punoj Kanns Ansnpu ue ‘spalosd Buljapouwsad sejndod
150U AU O BUO ALLOIAG 5B ‘SN0Y © JO J{BY UL alow o) sabueyp
10 Suofyppe Jofeus 3AJoAU| 1YBIUI LPIYM ‘UOREAOURI ISNOY-2]OYM

- wopoq 0} doy woiy
ylom Surppoway

U U2YO eale UOITUISEAL A1) SSOIIE SIAUMO
“awoy ySnoyie ‘epsaypag pue uoiduipry
SE UONS ‘SanIUNWIIOd UTEMY Ul [[am A]
-1epnonaed op Sulppowat ul sjuaunsIAU]
Jarqeprear yooys Sursnoy pood
A[[ea awI0S §219Y ], “RIPUEXI[Y UL S21JO §)1
sey (PIym aaderd A Jo 1010211p 2ANNDAXD
‘sajogy Aov] muy sdes ‘ayeisa ear jo adaid
aArsuadxa 4194 © Jo 1no anfea azow 129 st eaze
sty ur op o) Jundwane axe apdoad yeym,,
*sapis anoj (v uo 31 Surpuedxa Aq 109) arenbs
00001 0 uadsad o1 Apreau awoy uoj
-“Bupry ue jo azis ay Suiseanut s14000004$
aferaae spalord asoym ‘siapping emog
*SAIMIDNIS [9A[-0M] OJUI SISNOT] [9A[-aU0 Fui
-ty axp ‘9pduwexa 1oj ‘s1oumo awog Knsnpi
Surppowuny At Jo UONEIOSSY [EUOHEN L)
Jo andeyp uorBurysesy onaw oy 03 Surpiosne
‘sasnoy a0y adeooy arenbs juesyu
-flis Suippe are s1oumoawoy Jurppowxy
URPIN pue
S[[ed 1215 ‘BLIpURXalY UOIBUILIY “O'(] 159M
-yuoN ‘aseyn) AasyD) ‘epsatiag ‘dewojoq
ut aed Super st Guiepowar  asnoy
-oloym suoIBuIsEA 1218210) JO ISO

JNOH ONIAYIT LNOHLIM INOH M3N V

sawiot] asox)
ur xmc.wum_:w_m JSIAUL 0) ISUIS SR )1, _»>S
ay ‘sasnoy aaey Apearpe oym afdoad ._on_
“Ieak 1se] Sa[es Ul ol pz$ pip ey Aued
-wiod furppowal paseq-uer P uosiad-g/
(WO BMOQMMM) SIDP[ING BMOg JO Tuap
-1521d aaeg ysof sdes ‘puewap ul e ‘uo)
-Buiysepy 01 as0p asonyy Afjeadss ‘spooyioq
-yfiau pue ‘pur| uado Jo jo[ v jou s 2191 1R
ey ay Ajduats st (Surppowsai asnoy-ajoym]
Joj ypewt Siq eosI) sayewr Ry,

afied snojnaid wouy SHITIAOWRY

Auowrrey ur 19y1980) A1 p[o pue mau djoy SIA[EPOWaY

POOZ "2Z-91 1YdY = INOD'STYNUNOIZIA'NOLONIHSYM

31V1S3 TVIY TVILNIAISIY :SND04 AYLSNANI

TYN¥NOS SSINISNE NOLONIHSYM ‘Zpr



