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Janathan Abrmm, who'isan ot i Hossdale Consevandy in Noriiss=sl, saima H'l-mBl.'.l:leH reCandy aided 10 nis noma,

Pool planning is no easy task

Enr Jion '.I'l.f:lluru-
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mmathan Abram lives ina
Colonlal-era home in
MNorthwest, but he
wanted the modern ad-
vantages of ha a

swimming pool in his
back vard,

While renovating his farm-
house in the Rosadale Conger-
vancy, one of the oldest arcas
in the Districe, he decided o
install & &60-foot-long Migquid
noasis. The pool was comipleted
in November.

In the past few months, e
and his wife, Eleni Constan-
time, have enjoved swimming
lps in the morning for exer-
cise. He is pleased that the poal

As much thought needed
as if designing a room

has made his home & gathering
place for the Mriends of his two

rs, oo Abram, 16, znd
Clea Abram, 11.

This summer, the final lznd-
scaping work will be com-
pleted. Holly trees and wild-
fiovers will be planted alon
the oppasite sides of the ponl.

A pool ion, witich loaks
like an old farm ahed, also was
ll;l:m DIE the pmperty I.‘nllLidlc

rpu-: ment, says Rich

ﬂ\"iﬂiun msGager
at E-nllur Odmark Weinberg

and Associabes Builders in
McLeoan. Mr Cassagnol
headed the butlding projects
on Mr. Abram's property.

The structure consists of &
shed and an open area with &
roofl that provides shade. It is
designed 1w complement the
arc re of the original
farmhouse,

"It provides a setting to
rolax” Mr. Cas ol sEys.
*The pool can be enjoyved both
while you're in it and while
oo et ol 08 I & mloe aren

for gatherings: It adds to the
total enjoyment of the exterios
living environment.”
While some people enjoy
gathering st a communi
(others value havinga
tawny on their prop-
gunﬂlnrtn any other part
ut' the home, in-ground pools
can be individualized o the
tastes of the owners, Deciding
whether the pool will be inside
or outside the home i just the

Several decisions ere in-
volved in installing a pool, Mr,
Abram sys. For instanco, he
chose r plaster finish and tile
mide of earth tones a= a dec-
orative surrounding. & gas

see POOL, page B4
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Harry Constanting swims in the backyard pool belonging to daughter
Hozedgle Congsrvanc

recent addition o the famiy's farmbouse at the
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hester o warm the water dur-
ing cood days and an autormalic
pocl cover. He uses o standard
sinl filter, with an acti-
vated charooal fiter, o clean
the water, which reduces chlo-
ring uss.

*The number of details you
have to fipure out whes you
build a pool is almost as many
ns when you build & kitchen "
he says. "The options are in-
itimerable”

Although every pool re-
gualres wiiter and a solid stroe-
ture in which to contaln if,
other feafures are optional,
such as underweter speakers
and underwater llghts, Mr,
Cassagnol says. The deck
arcund the pool can be amy-
thing from brushed concrote
ta Inlerlocking concrete
pivers, Aagstone or exposed
aguregate condrete,

Popular inferior finkshes ik
an in-ground pool can be sur-
Paces suich as pinster, tile or ex-
poscd with & pon-
slip coating. In nddition, some
people opt to have a “negative

" or a "vanishing edge"
which gives the illusion tha
there’s no wall at the sides of
the in-ground pool and the
water i floating in midair,

_ The poal should be

like eny other room in the
house, savs Burton Gray, pros-
ident of Town and Country
Poals Ine. in Springfield, Pri-

i
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Fiaies Fpsiauite e
Eleni Constaniine and her family In Morthwest Thae i5a

mary seating, sécondary sest-
ing and g patterns should be
congiderad when designing
the area. Many clients consult
with exterior designers such
a4 lnndicnpe architects.

In meost instances, it is diff-
cultto design and thstall a poal
in the District, Mr. Gray says.
Becauze the majority of plots
for homes are smaller than in
v a or Maryland, it is

: 10 rﬂ:'l-'i.:;l:ecm-
tion. Finding a p to depaosi
the unnesded doil can be com-
plicated, for instance.

It alsn talees longer o obtain
a permit because of stricter
regulstions, he says. However,
Mlr: Grrpy sanr he siill works on
about M) poots & year in Wash-
Lgton,

*You have traffic issoes” he
says, “¥ou heve inspection [=-
Bues. You have dccess issues.”

Mr, Gray suys on some oc-
casions be has had to use
crines (o get Eq&rl'ill_ﬁerrmnt o
D.C. back yards. gddad
complications can ncrease the
pri:ed':h:guul.

Thie cost for an H00-agunre-
foot swimming pool in the

metro arca can start at
£50,000, scoording to Me, Geay
ared other pool installers. The
size, difficulty of instellation,
material composition and
ather features affect the total
cost of the pool area.

“You think sbout the sime
kinds of things when building a

ha
o Ao el
says “Many things go into put-
ting together the total paclage ™

Even the shape of the pool
Can vary, Mary Hohne,
vico mﬁig‘t‘u{' Hohne Pool
and Spa in Haltbmore. For in-
stance, cents can build pools
a8 rectangles, L-shapes, kid-
ney shapes or figure sights,
Fountains and waterfalls
i{:umlrfﬂumﬂ and iskands in

&re pogrular Div-
ing ﬁnla. and slides are op-
tions as well.

For safety paitposes, Mrs,
Hohne says, most county
building codes in the Metro
mred require a fence, Further,
to prevent accidents, the
gwinch for closing an mutomatic
cover must be placed so the
entire pool can be viewed as
the cmer is closed

Sometimes clients chonse (o
Fave the pool inside the houso,
says Chris Landis, owner of
Landis Consiruction in Narth-
wesl, He s warking with a
homeosmer who wants an in-
dioor posl with a spa, similar to
it would be found in a hotal.
In this instance, features such
a5 4 tanning bed. rhinﬁg
roum, workout room or elevi-
sion could be added 1o the
Aren,

“For rezale value, it makes
the hioukse & very undgue thing "
he =y, Tt usually makes tho
o their castle.*

As preporation for her re-
irement years, Beveriy Denbo
of Bethesda asked Mr. Landis
o build an indoor lap pool,
The pool is about B feet by 15
fect, with & motor that creates
& current di the pool so the
sWimimer cen swim in place,

The ares hos skyHghts, large
windnows and a heated foar,

Mre. Denbo p=ed 1o swim
laps at the neighborhood i
She thought o peol wauld bea
oo b i hive in the house
whilo aging. She mostly uses it
for exorcise, but sometimes
ahe swima with friends.

“1 take my 3-vear old grand-
gart in |t she says, “Mee tried
i0 get my book group to come,
bt mnﬁ wants io come and
ot (ury b thing st e

Whether the nu]%m:
or outside the bouse, home-
ourners whomight want to sadd
the feature one day should
plan in advance, u?'s Tom
Hozzard, director of design
build operations ar Natelli
Homes in Gaithersburg.

Homeowners wha don's
plan may expand their home
and then Ister be unsble o in-
stall the poal of their dreams
because of space restriction.
Ablternately, & poal could be in-
stalled without having a long-
term plan, which may cause &
problem when renovating or
expanding a kitchen or living
TOEHT] Arei.

Mr: Harzard is worlting with
a ellent on adding a screened-
in porch; three-cer garage and
in-law suite, with the long-
term goil of also adding &
in the back yard. o

“Particularly this tme of
year, hompowners are in 8 big
rush to got & poal into place”
he savs, "In hindsight, they
wish they had planned befter,

“Thie poal places a lot of de-
mands on the ouse,”



