THE WASHINGTON PosT - JANUARY 15, 2005

Lower Levels Looking Up

Basement Remodeling Offers a Less Costly Way to Add Space
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The P i family updated their b t by
opening up the stairs and updating the banister.

By Daxtera Drane oy )
Washington Post Staff Writer [ T/ ¥ e

are light bulbs hanging from low ceilings. Cheap indoor-
outdoor carpet on the floor and dowdy wood paneling on the
walls

No wonder it used to be so scary to go down to the base-
ment.

] But not so much anymore. Basements are climbing out of
Y l the cellar and being transformed into welklighted, high-ceilinged, often
.. - £ grand areas.

“Basements are higger, better, taller, more expensive,” said Jim Gib-
son, principal of Gibson Builders LLC, a D.C. custom-home builder. “Be-
fore, they were always considered secondary space. Now, people are mak-
ing them a part of their house.”

Mary Pe i hes her husband, Phil, center, take on their son, Michael, 22, in a game of pool in their Bethesda home's new b And they look like the rest of the house, too, *The basement kitchen-
ette will have granite
countertops; the ap-
pliances will be the
same as  upstairs;
I there's  highdevel
carpeting and ce
ramic tile in the
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linoleum; the light-
ing is warm and re-
cessed or  with
sconces instead of
the old fluorescent;
Y WRCHATL TEMCHDNE FOR [H WAL G0N FORT lhﬂ't‘!\ audin SD'.‘:!.k‘
The Kees made certain their new basement’s ers in the ceiling for
bedroom is well lit and has plenty of space. the surround sound
system,” said Craig

Durosko, partner in Sun Design Remodeling Specialists Inc. in Burke.
At a time when moving to a hlggm' house can be prohibitively t'x;u'n

sive for many people, remodelers say s are realizing tha
mhlngmupdnhngabmwntmaluwmﬁwnytogamnhgthunknfh
Il'lgm

“A basement renovation is about half the cost of an addition,” said
Mark Richardson, president of Case Design/Remodeling Inc. in Be
thesda. “The cost of building out is substantially more than doing a reno-
vation of what you already have. Basements allow you to get more livable
gmefmtagewiﬂwuthﬁlgupmmofm land. It's a real bene-

Because basements usually run the entire length and width of a house,
the extra space can be considerable.

“In some of our models with basements, the basement is about 3,000
sequare feet,” said Dee Minich of K. Hovnanian Homes. “That’s a house in
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Kathleen and Jim Kee watch television with their son, Brian, in their Springfield home's tly completed b




Wlth Remodeling, Basements Move Out of Dark Ages
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}nnl because it’s less expensive to
¢ the basement than to add a
mamaim"tmﬂnwem
doidgz it on the cheap. Wet bars and

cmapaxlmgmimu

AT,
+One client, a movie buff, added a
$150,000 home theater that seated
lﬁmlemr&mmsl}ulﬁmla
»You don't even call them base-
" Gibson said.

Id, admit i
they desigmed the praject.

“We were thinking that if our two
sons come back to live with us after
dollege, they could stay down there
and have their pnvaqrmdwnmulll
lave our privacy upstairs,” Kathleen
Kee said. |

So the couple made a guest bed-
mom with a “huge bathroom,” a
felevidon area, @ dining arca, a
Witchenette with builtin appliances,
 hrealdast bar for eating, a cedar
gosct, 1 storage area, built-in cabi-
wets, and French doors that go out
1 2 niew patio, Columns in the base-
thent echo columns used on the
ain Jevel of the house. Countertops
are granite; the kitchenette foor is
!ngn The project cost $80,000.

“I's not fike a basement base-
ent,” said Kee. “It's just another
part of our house. When you think of
Basements, you think of spider webs
and dark and dreary places and a
:\II\I)« smell. It doesn’t have any of
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from builders, who usoally include

finishing work as an upgrade, not as

gast of a pew house’s base price.
Fewer than 10 percent of e
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stretched
House, and the basement is a pur-
dmllmunhede&y«hbit

, That's what the Kees did. They
Muﬂ!tann’h’wnstmd‘ed house a
year and a half before tackling the
tmsement. “We were s to
what we wanted. We didn't want a
groduction basement,” Kathleen

Beesaid.

basement, a tray ceiling was added to
shed bright, even light on the pool table. The
hwdkicase to the right of the fireplace hides a door.
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fate today's plush new

Cory DeSpain, vice president of
ﬂw '\-lurylanrl.f"l:ﬂnm “division far
hx homebwilder Toll Brothers
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alumns helped turned Kathleen
anil Jim Kee's basement into an
apartment with a small kitchen, full
hathroom, bedroom and living area.
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age of buyers by
offering an elabo-
rate finished base-
ment,” he said.
“This is an area
where a lot of peo-
ple customize.

basement  later.
“An awful lot of our customers pick
higher ceilings for basements, cefl-
ings of 9 or 10 feet,” DeSpain suid.
“It’s pretty clear they're planning to
finish the o

Owmers of older houses are up-
grading their basements, too, even
though these spaces weren't built to

iddeas for lower level spaces.
Contractors say that the first
thing a homeowner planning to fin-
ish or renovate a basement in an old-
er house must do is ensure every-
thing is dry. And even if it's dry now,
do your best to determine whether it

area of the ceiling that is a bit higher
than the rest of the ceiling. The tray,
which was made the szme size as the
tahle, is lit inside, which gives an
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great room. French doors and a larger window bring light in at the other.
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washer at one end of the basement

A Home’s Basement
Can Be a Showplace
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move heating and air-conditioning
systems, then it gets expensive and
do that.” .
He said that in a lot of old houses,
basement ceiling hei \
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building code that took effect in Oc-

hulmwysmhmext}nn
others.

ou have 1o € Tig
saitl Richardson from Case Design/
“First. thing, don't
think of it as 3’ minimal second-class
room in the house. Cheesy wood
pameling doesn't go in a living room.
So don't use it in the basement,
either. Don't use cheap hollow-core
doors, but rather pancled doors. Put
in products and finishes that are
consistent with the rest of the
house.”

Hr-ﬂid."l'hemmr}nu can not
think of it as a hasement, the better
your decisions will be.”



