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at your service

BY JOHN BYRD
Tirie Is MHR Y Lo il T -'_r||'|||r--| [ew the
former and Bush with e kiter, youll be

glad the service side of highend building is
[} k'l

lagywecark cilfenad g this rorefied brasd
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B Prosuring that Perfect Seiting: Trock in the bwbs oo oplimally locoled odd ok R A J,-"" T | |' hf AL
st il W | L W I P

oie il common enough, bul wpposs vou wonl § or more ooes oveslocking the W [ | b
Wy | Il\._. A | N AN

Folgmac i ai fafad 'H.Il.ll':.' ST [T CATLTESLAT | Ty st bisibdurs hova evobvad o

discrala purvevors ol groperties naol even an the momkaed. Theea walloonmackd region are l"T"“I"'il ||l+'|1l:k. A Tanse of
options from which to choose, But
choosimg cabinetry and bweaking a foor
plan lsere or there does not a custom
prropect make.

n order 1@ fully understand the

|—||'II'|1'I|"II|HIII'| lﬂh 13k ¢ Illlll!?I:-I:"-\. rll-’:lrlllul'l I||II|I'|I LANTVIIN ::I.-'! ||I'II:HIII II'II"IIIIII':.l
'.'I‘III-"'. II I" ;II—I\ l‘.“'ll-_ P BOE i :-I'llll'rrl |r|:! |II|— (¢ -Jil'-\.ll THATEE Y I-I.-_'I-'-I L
intsgroksd info o grond nesy wehisme This process con be ime-consuming. S, Fes
company o wanl knew you wers looking for the mopsriy before you did. Thai's why
'lll-\.'\?'.l-ul thea Biask

pature of & custom hame and the wark
required to design and boilkd one, [ spoke
mie builders and
architects to get their takes oo the topic. ]
firat asked that each of them define "cus-
teapy basilding™ for me. The definitions

H Tha Flﬂrllhilﬁ"r' sH.Id"'l" Lo sl hennmas |—|5; i il o il ciasssmeanl wldel
with several custoam ho

[ S TR Il;ll_llluh.,,-ll amnel l-.hll.-lllhﬂ'r e s I—-.IHI_||||IJ Wil dccais e L,.-l.l.-clllll.\,ﬂ'_ wal ks
-'Iin.':.'_"u'l'_ ulililies. snvircnmesial impocl—o wnl many oeslhelic arsd lifes h_..‘l.l-
considemalions. Becowss o compieshensive siudy oflen requires. brood knowledge of
rece eslahe prochos and |.|I.l||'||||:.| Biaech 1:’.‘-’*5--«-!._ ooty O S OO P Sl W ||'.'|||||.'r:'l.| with woeds and '.'|1I.L'i-E'|

I|||||'|H|""l'|'|||||' h"-'.l-h'll—- "||:'.I'|C|:'||-||'|||-1.| I'|| (4] rl'|'|||-|'|—|l-'.|'|| ||:'|-| “:I-"lr.'.'l {5 -\.:|'|'|.|I'=i|'li'|l . Ilkl' ||II"I?|II|'-I’ |';|r||'.|'|||l-c|'_|,l|'||'||: ||II|'I|’ ||-|:.r,|'\.'

||H:-|!||| arel comainaciian, Thaw who d s, priwida a oo sbe il of cncilk vy e Fiw Hoss rlimarn slafe s - IJ. g, ang-0 '.-.I-
kind, and others equally as vaguee and elu-
sive a5 the word custormitself. Yet listening

to what these bailders and architects had

a record of s e wwlly r:l—lr..u el assgnmenly, pivd combdantial references,

L] .ﬁ.ssnmbllng thie Creathve Team: Whie alllven) homeowners now irsisl on

erqjogng o boord cerfified orchisect, indouse professionals s no guaransea that tha
fireal casign will ba as unigus and disinguished as o homeosnar may hope, Estalke
|||||.'\--||-'|H|I-. [HERINE e comren of b !||'|-' i ||||:||:::\.||-I |-\. (1411 !|||'|| &-list erchibechs |||:,l
| WA I|'| W Gl | IR |||r\_-.-| [1¥] I|||- foclEnb s lshey ap | OSSN i Ear ||H'5.|L||||-| B

|'||-I-c-;_'\r|1l-'_:|5._ [anitee ""1':.-_.-1,_ Ll r':lh,- [iatsrin picHE, e I'h"h"l:a [ VL F ||:':,'_ rr'||| :;\f the

biusildes, sedect inleni |:l'.1-'.'|.

Croftsman, Artisons, Maoteriaols Procuremant: Cobins® makans, slorae masans,
arltshe, and crotinen andowad with mara ar bard fo lind skills see ollen assential ke
rll-':ul::'."'l'j th Pk Byt "I"‘h"!'_l"l"]' 0 Fpoame M|1|'!'||:|E; AR 'lﬂi'r\.:i freen mrearle and
UI-’:Iul Iz Ll L_ I\.l\.ln-':||_ Pons o i T neoaisales B shousfive seomches of nolicowids
metwarks dollowed by a long process of Fial and amrar. The goal & fo creale a conver
gunce of kesfwres and shodes 3o subdae thal anly s moei discarning can redlly decan
it Fmm foal s [EEE

wrncl HII:.' Jusl [ 4F K] the

-

Jebwn E:,-I-J I% Prasichant of Moma Frants Mews, a subaldlo W al Ml Group Morkas g i

ro gay helped me begin to realize that cus
toum Badlding it less a thimg you can define
nd more a process that i different for
each home and client,

Saill, there are certain gualities tvpi-
cal of most customn homes, Custorn prog-
gcrg are often characterized by the
invelvement of numerous design and
congtruction professionals as well as the
par Ii|.'||'-.'|I|.':|| of the chient -Jnu'n'-'-.!in;_.: [{x}
architect Kobert O'Brien. AlA. principal
ob O Brien Design Comsulting, " True cus-
tomn homes are a collaboration among
the budldes, the |.|:'.'II|I the archittect, and
.-r|||.'| |lr-.'-"t'=\.'-\.i-|r|.'.|--"_'|'-|.'~:' |-||:r-.-u\i|-n.-.!=

work together to understand the specfic

nesds of clients, giving them homes
diesignad to bt their unigue Litestyles
“The key to building a csstom home

Reslom, "ul'-'uul 1. He b covewrsd imidantial real eslale for 25 years

Fix Infostresation .'::,-l e e amsend ned o |'.-"I':3|' 7 1EB00E

B S CHESAFEAEEHOSE JaWUARVIFERRUARY



Custom designs are often shaped 1o madmize viess and vistas. MHOTD DOURTEST OF ILEL 1IN0

is developing an understanding of how
voun live,” says O Brien, Simmilarky, archi-
tecl Joad Pearsan, AlA, of Melville
Theomas Architecs notes that custom
homes provide “solutions to spaces that
enhance and reflect the speatic lifestvle
of the homeowner, These may include
adijacency ol spaces, size of rooms, views,
|u|:|,|'-'.. 5-|.lu5|'.|| e, daed Foon 1o wimdow
proportion.”

Custom  homebauilder  Delbert
Adams, President of [ex, Inc., agress, “A
custom home is one that mirross a
homeowner s litestyle and style. Druring
the |custom design and construction |
process, a client selects every knob,
f:ll:-..“vﬂ. i||[rri;".-r :|||I.I -E"-.rrr'illr ﬁ|'||:-!||. [
The final design is a product of the
client—what they want for the siee and
the teel of the space.

“Lmlike many new home constroc-

fion projects,” continues Adams, “where
a percentage of the house B already
designed. and 1hen the desgn process is
coanipleted by selecting finishes, cabs
netry, and hardware, a custom home 1s
designed to be 100% unigue. based
arcund a client’s specific needs and
aoals.”

AS A0 XAl |1p|f.'. losh Baker, Présacdent
of Bovwa Buibders, |1:::-i||'.5 1oy the karchen,
"With muost hommes, the kitchen is located
in the back of the house. A cusom home
design will consider the site and the
cliemts needs. If the client intends to
spend a lot of time in the kitchen and
wants it tobe a bright, sunny space, a cus
1 '||-.'-|1l.-r -:E,H.i-_gn wf" ﬁi[r [Ilt‘ '||.n,':-|_-;|:- 0
the lot and develop a floor plan that
locates the kitchen where the sun will be
meost of the day.”

Big picture design strategies like this

CHESAPEAEEHGHE

are important, bt the details are also
crucial to developing a dessgn that fits
with a client’s lifesrvle. Accorcing te Walt
Barmpata, with saled and marketing for
Golden Builders, "Custom home buibd-
iny, is allowing the client to custormize the
details o their litestyle—providing
clients with options. selections. and
Clwmices that will |'it'||.l it & howdnie rr1|.|'r
it owie,”

While all of this "understanding
client needs and lifestyles™ is the basis for
any custom home, Fearson reminds us
that it is the architect who st gives
shape to the ideas. The details brought o
light through the design "may include
simigle elemenits not commonly found in
stock hommes, [ones| that add walue, char-
acter, and intersst—thicker walls in spe-
cial locations (tor proportion); spatial
transitions between rooms (rather than

. - -
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Iaghrend mialermls and wnigus W '.\l. =i J'. | _-"I..-r 1 e condifio al apEL i ""“_ he
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i b umique program takes advantage of all the
L P :
“doorways i 1eCp W ndow sills for seating site allows” Archiitects O Brien and Pearson
of Dulit-ins; window sIZes, groupings, ame concur. & custormn home fits into a site,
: o ET - : ] ; il
lescations that acteally relate to furnimere MAXIMAng views and vistas, taking
|" sCETinenl, ACTiviTy, Al views .|-|-..:ll.:.:-' Of Lifhdgiie sife -'_'-|-.'|Il|||'|-.-
Burlding o custom home 15 ot and. \.".'Il;_-::"l'-\.'!'.'.:_!".l".l' 1 reslrictons

sweating both the g stalt and the small It the design ol a custom home
stuti—it i about creating a umique, one-of tocusad on the needs of the client and the

a-kind home that enhances the way people conditions of the site, the process. accond
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inig (o Hiumipala, s -.:1'-.'7\-.|1|:|||||ny_|:. CEN
tered o cuslomieT service., I "kill'.-". ELITE
that all of the details
accounted bor, and followed wp on” But

this high level of custemer service and

are cared ton

attenticon Te cetail “requires much more
imvalverrent (by the bulder and the
client]”

[his collaboration bebween
and  builder without 1ts chal-
lenges. According to Adams, "t is a lot
of work. Clients nead to be good deci-

L oihlg|

et

15 ot

miakers. They need o be able o
[k it the ogions, miake decigions, and
move forward—otherwise the project
Wi |:e_'|'r challed.

In order to help keep the project on
track, custom builders establish well-
defined schedules and hold regular
mieetings with key professionals and the
client to make sure both the schedule
and adget are in ling, The process trom
design throwgh finished home is one of
evidution. And the process 5 a long
one—by all accounts the design stage
Ll |.I|‘§.l'. Al l'uIIILIt' r.ll\.:-!:I ) ::I-\.III||I!'\| oA
el aried The ¢ OISTTLIC 110 Jrocess % |li
..||I:. s amother @ months to 1Y years
depending on the size and complexity
ot the home. Throughout both the
design and construction phases, the

custam home client will evprcally make
thowsands of decisions abost both the
big picture and the bine details, As
FOslESS
begins with merely a concept from the
a comeept that is brought 1o life

ii.-.=.||'||.'-.'-.r.l surmimarizes, the
cliemt
by Gl im the cetails.
Custom builder Larry Bowhm,
Fresident of Victor Boehm ;'-|||I|1ir|!_'
Company, likens the custom budlding
process to a marriage. “The custom
builder needs to understand how
chents will live i ther mesr intimate
gpaced. W will ask, af nimes, very per
sl quiestions about likes amd dis-
likes, halsits, Llifestyles, etc. And then the
client will nead to make docisons”
According  to Adams

tinderestirmate the number of

“People
deciaions
they will need to make. For a npical
horme thers will easily be over 1,000 deci-
aons i he made about fAmishes, hard-
ware, tile, flooring, etc. On the subject of
hardwiood Hooring, for exanple, there
rmight be 20 or more decisions that need
s :.'\l\. III-IIL'lIL. T:'!L :|r-\.|.il|.'|.l .'.II.E .:"i.iII\.I‘.'I
will !'_'-.r adwic g, ik thee walrimogare decizon
is up to the cdient”

If you find the long procsss of
desipgn and decision making a bit daunt-
ing understand that building a cistom

Elaborats hancherought moldings and

canings ame fypical of framtionaly-styled
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home is something most peaple do only
Oice, hs Easelmi Shpmests, ¥ Bk g
building a custeam ome 18 nat an inex
pensive venture, the clisnts deserve 1o he
Imwalved as much as they wounld ke [he
more tme spent planning, pricing, and
scheduling the better”

Baker adds. “For badlders, each
hiome i ..':il\.|l.ll\.. bur s ig each dient. So
hie T OOERE ey 1o he .'-.|.-.|'I:'ﬂ.! 10 &inl
imddividual nesds”™ [n general Ehoasih
every custom home project begins in

eviluating the property or helping clients

locate a property. According to architect
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FAMILY-OWNED CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS
WITH HANDS-ON BUILDING EXPERTISE -
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Now selling in Perry Hall 946-A Marimich Court,

- : Eldersburg, MI» 21784
Lauren Woods from the $800°s

410-781-3400
www.rachuba.com
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Jaty Leving Broswn &

Hrown, primcipal of
Assnciates, W hen siunbating wion k of a

custom residence, we begin with 2 com

prehensive review of the site, identify 1

opportunities and constraints for devel

opment. Thess incude Program  ese

nents sich as pools tennis cours, |'||'
tg greens, water features, play vards, ete
i the sume time, we consider solar or

enfation, views, topography, and zoning
constraints Arciitects and bonklers wil
study the property to leam obout 2oning
well other

CEETTIIIRE Wil

environmental, sepiic, and

reglrIchicans Lo i can and
'

el I'l\. :'. 1T

After sfuchving the site, mirhal desim

RIGHT AND (FPOSITE PAGE: Set mlo the hilsice,

plerdy of winoow s,

Laxmy sdvanisge of besulful valey wiews.

b An architect will itemuze graks amid
needs of clients and consider how those
needs will change over tirme. According to
1 This |'|'|.|-u. 5 the hack of the

ervelope phase. Chenm will provide a lot

{0 Brie

f & |y - | § s
Of g SBCEET Thaar mesds and Jdesires,

personabifies,  styles, and  lifestyles,

tanlders and architects will offer advice
ind sugpestions to help clients narrow the
options. Often, several schemes will be
developed 1; ||-.'||' the chent horie in on
which direction works best”
brown adds that during thi
|II|.|--L-_ We discuss the SPACES FRquired;
their relaticoship o

individual requirements for

one another; the
each P
H . . ) ke ¥ -
|.|n.'||:‘|||'|!.'III| iture, art, ligh 1Tg, echni
oy, anid the interior and exterior aesthe
i the cliemt With

U N S TR 1h1E%

thas information m hand, we work 16 cre
home is oustam designesd with

s “L-shapet

Arohibeciure by U Bnen Dessggn




ate a v environment that takes meax
num advantage of the site and achieves
all of the owners’ poals for their living
Environment.

Lsing the schematic design. archi
tects and builders work from I||"-"'|| ral
--'|-'--|-|'.|!E-...:' acliia I. e "'I'. ||_'.|
plans, the look, and the budget, ’-~|..||l~
1otes that the budpets developed during i i 4
this stage are relative to the |u|u-.-| “ALter 1
the initial design phase, a budget will be _"l' ﬂi l ; .‘F E_H‘

bEchad. T e
eatablished 10 defermine wi |-\.| ¢ the S o

prroect 15 1 e Wik a chent s l'lZII:'H. I

tons Then the budget 15 dissected 1

-I-.r'-.'.'nl'i I I'_..'-L: _Il':.u;l:-”i= I.II=.-L~.I_"-I-; .I-.:I. _ Exmlc GMITE
-.I-..:-.l.'i::f'-lllll;.lll. |l|I-:i L.|. .I L0 |I||I.Iﬂl.i|.|||-|I | EKCI-USI?E Gmm
and clients are constantly kept apprised -
-I" i\.i'\-r\'l'll'ﬂ relative :I I"-:' I.:!'*-I.:II. ’-"\- MM mm m' “ 3 m
ioehm puts it, "The budpget starts gene LF Il i Iﬂ Wi I 5
a general budget is reached, we make L" § H“m-i I'l m m
allowances and then selections within » 4 B architects and trade mmh to
those allovances” | ‘Bicin us in travelling to the Brazil

As an .n.|:||__ Baker |.-.II-.'.~ that, :'.-.'1" -:‘.' § i m r*' -“‘. m M
e . S Show in the world, between February
fimancially successtul and BNV about i ] H‘!I-
TIOTHEY, 50 thiey expect to see where therr -_"'-
moaey goed. They know .’.|| 1t builders are . o M contact HHMM“ l“‘]_
n business to men a profit but abo expect 2 662 5200 or |“:|Ei re |l|||| com for

g frip reservation (only 10 participants

- L]

1] and then becormes meore speaific, 4 ce

TIAD EMGLISH MUFFIN Wiy + FREDERICK, MID 21704
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Garden Prairie enclosures lets you ke an carly
CETITE s, @ masonkghl |i||' of i laimiky
speeh paETy amiiiic o Wi

Garden Praine enclosaes are designed o give
o & light, crisp garden esvimnment., lesting
VO ey summer acnvines all year,
RTHENE s diul pinmbocing o ke
rIIHI CTTjry JI'Ir revmrmenl
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ey by s el e ey RSy Fharp AL PLL Bea W
gyt g e ey e by P Gowrian Py, L 6 0ES
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e ey coesaliation SHT
service and diesigs assistance.
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Owur Patented PerfectSeam” is the industry’s best solution
to seamless granite and marble Kitchen countertops.

Wani the Besi? Cied ihe Head! 1% vour kilchen. . you declade!

ot
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vanous slements 1o sppear = il the
shnaciure hos ewndvad over time,

FHOTO DORURTESY OF GOLDEN B OERS. N
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WWITH CLSTOM

to understand how the profit margin bits
into the bottom line,”

T culmimate this design develog
mvest and budget refining stage, O'Brien
males that, “the architect works 1o hone
in ont the details of the propea watil the
cliemt i=s satishied, and then construction
documents  are  produced for  the

builder” Using these documents, the

il
silder works with the client through a
series af approval and selection process

g5, “Throughaut  construction.  the
builder hodds regular mestings with the
chent to discuss I1'.|.I-.__l|,'l and schedule,
says Hoelim,

Although the custom  bailding
Process is time -\.'I.I|I:"\.I||Ili'!:.'_ the benefits
dre grest, As archistect and pleror
designer Patrick Sanon, AlA, s, “A
cistom homme 15 ke o omstom mace seint
It s o home that is tailored o Gt onky
voll [t s sormething that B made 1o suil
vour sense of style, be appropriate to the
cirawmstances it s made for, it vous
budger, look grear, and be extremely
coanfortable in a way that something off
the sheldl st can't dio”

This “fir™ that can be achieved
through a custom home is important o
people who draw relationship between
space and lifestyle. With a cusfom home,
VG don't lenve o it up with S
it are i||n|||5__'|r||-:'-l.|-: with YT needz"
svs Adams “The design fits the needs,
and the spaces match your litestyle.” For
example, one current trend in fome-



bueldisgg 15 toward Lerge luxunons bath

16, WICh Are great [or peopes wi
el T I|||_' N A8 sANCTUA ' ||||| .'-.'|;'-__
“Bur for sorme, bathing is just part of a
dadly routine,” says Adaims, “and relanvely

Tt mt) S0 oa ke { EXpEnsve hatly
o imughl be wasted space, wihach
why hfestvle needs to be taken int
AC O EEWY, .l|l|'__l .;_l.'|| =i'l-_-' L 11
L) '-\',,=| TR I|||_' '|| TR,

"Custam homes are designed
murture and support the way people live
v Baker. And strangelv enough, design

ny, cuslom hormes siirlex] Bo 1he Wity Yo
Fve cam mean VoLl by saee mone
a5 R 1T |'l'l|l |.|_'. TLSE (TR CLISTCT

e clients are !\.'.'|'| PP isey] of the

el [ IMBERLAKE
sesily |, Bk v e —h-.._/? (J}Z(j};(( 707 f/f)

duction butlt hame, “There 15 a muscon

uncs 1o smart wireme tor a home ofhce
& & i i

Ly ..|.|'|| ook HHICS ".'\-.I--\. Cliemis s
wew their decisions affect the outcome

and budget,” says Bake

cepizon that only the SUPEl rich can

giford to bunbd a costom home, savs N
OFBrien. Considering this nation ¢_/easoned professionals with an excellent reputation &
Pearsan offers a final thought,"The word over 50 years experience.

cuistany chessn'e have to be assaciated with
fancy” or “expensive] Custom be can

nean simple clements, so long as the

i -" uperior design to suit your lifestyle.

solutions are 'iI {8 | it -"!"I'.I":'_
ifestyle”
the Editer of L jﬂpﬂ']:l craftsmanship & respect for your living space.

AL PR M i

Clesapseike H o

]
CONTACTS: ) tart & completion of your project on time.
Bowa Builders, Inc.: hova,conr or

2851 55 He R 1

Otont Jelionek iney: r »"hlled custom home building on your lot or ours.

i
Mex, lae.: dewonmstructfon.san or

BUILT ON
Levin/ Brown B Associales, Inc.: !r"’}ff-f_*gﬁifff

RAVTLOO or (SO0 208-0s0

.":I.-.-I': ille Thomas Architects: AND BACKED WITH

OFBrien Design Consulting, Inc.: ‘{-fjtf;{'{‘

el Fic, i i fieed A 4 00F])

Patrick Sution -'l.'.'.-:l‘i..:h"-::_ Main Office: 301.808.7000

farrritert ot or (410 T93- 15

Victor Boehm Building Company muic 21833 Toll Free: 866.350.TIMBER MBR 3769
4101 561-0700




