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REAL ESTATE

Housee gossip

An Old-Fashioned Makeover

j}‘ Sannna Fremsmuan
Woshington Post Staf Writer

W & been a long road back for the oldest house in
Washington, but it was worth the trip, according to
its newest owners.

The Bosedale estate in Cleveland Park started out
a5 a two-room dirt-floor cottage in 1740, Though the Old

Stone House in Georgetown has traditionally been con-

has the record by 25 years.

The cottage, however, hasn't been easy to spot for
about 200 years. In 1793, it was bought by Revolutionary
War hero Uriah Rorrest, who imcorporated it into a clap-
board farmhouse. Forrest served as mayor of George-
town, & member of Congress and a founder of the new
“Federal City,” entertaining presidents Washington and
Adames as well as Pierre LEndant, the city’s planner.

Fr recent years, the building has been a girls' boarding
schoal, the headquarters of a nonprofit international st-
dent exchange group and, in 2000, the temporary horie

of young Cuban shipwreck survivor Elian Gonzalez. In e
The first part of Resedale was built in 1740, and it has been renovated
Sed GOSSIP, FI2, Col. 1 by its new owmner in 2 way stays true to its past.

Owner Kept History in Mind in Renovations
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After Many Owners, District’s Oldest House Gets Fixed Up
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Rosedale had just been in the
news in May because of the month-
long visit by Cuban castaway Gon-
galez. The media barrage and strest
barricades that accompanied the 6
year-old’s visit triggered community
protests. Those protests presaged
the community opposition that later
miet developers’ proposals for build-
ing new houses on the property,
bringing more traffic and parking
headaches to the narrow streets.  *

The Washington Post chronicled
the subsequent bids and neighbor-
hood objections, including an early
$8 million offer from a developer to
build eight new homes, a matching
offer from Special Olympics to use
the estate and grounds as a new
headquarters, and a later $12 million
bid from the Jewish Primeary Day
Schoal of the Nation's Capital.

While the school thought it had
secured the property for a new cam-
pus in June 2002, the neighbors ex-
ercised a might that they gained
when Youth for Understanding
bought Rosedale and made a match-
ing bid, which was approved by a
bankruptey judge in Seplember, ac-
cording to The Post's coverage.

Though Abram didn't intend to
by the house, he wound up doing so
when the neighbors needed that
piece of the puzzle filled in, he says.
Hiz goal since, he said, has been to
try to follow through on preserving
the house while malking it vable for
a 21stcentury family.

It took longer than anticipated,
because “the house was not in the

me that we'd expected,” Abram
! Tt was structurally sound, but
there was a lot of deferred mainte-
nance that needed to be done.”

The permitting process also “was
fairly lengthy,” he said, since the
house is listed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places. But he credits
the District's architectural histori-
ans and the builders with making
tberm.ll'La meet his expectations.

- The 6,000-squaredfoot amalgam-
ation is a brighter and more livable
vergion of its former selves,

Outside it's once again a sunny
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Builders kept the original beams for the flooring of the old, stone cottage portion of the house. The house has been through many owners and housed Elian Gonzalez for a while.

it has a more open feel, with four
bedrooms and baths, a library, office,
study and a state-ofthe-art latchen.
The kitchen now sports 20 running
feet of countertops, a food prep-
aration island and a Lacanche range
from France,

A brick walk and patio off the
kitchen lead to a new 14-by-G-foot
swimming pool with an adjacent pa-

But the best part, Abram said, is
that it remains true to its past.

“My mantra during the whole
project was, Tt was an old house to
begin with and it"s going to be an old
house when we're done,' " Abram
said. “And BOWA understood what

i cotiage
of the house, for example, the build-

her beama but secured them to new
steel beams, A new concrete mat
and subfloor were laid over the origi-
nal dirt floor and topped with white
oak fooring planks.

“When vou're in the old stone part
af the house, you're in a place that
still looks for all the world like it
must have looked in the 17308 and
17408, Abram said.

The huilder also “spent a lot of

time fixing the 40 windows in th
house and the 10 fireplaces,” he saic
While Abram praises the Di:
trict’s historians, including preserve
tion planner Stephen Callcott, th
D.C. planner returns the favor.
“The city is fortunate that such a
important property came into th
I;Eds of thl:iﬁth:m understoo
apprecia qualities of th
house and were so careful in pre

sewipg it,” Callcott said in @ recent

Abram would not say how much
the renovation cost, other than that
it was “an extremely expensive ven-
ture”™ because of the unexpected
problems from deferred mainte
mance, “My advice to anybody reno-
vating is to at least triple what you
think it will cost and to at least triple
the time,” he said.




